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CORONAVIRUS — ECONOMIC RECOVERY — PORTS 
Statement by Minister for Ports 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Ports) [1.07 pm]: Recent port data is 
showing great news for Western Australia’s economy. Our trade remains as strong as ever, with ports across the 
state recording positive throughput results through the COVID-19 pandemic. At Fremantle Ports, container numbers 
for 2019–20 held up remarkably well, despite the impact of COVID-19 on global trading conditions over the second 
half of the year. Monthly volumes stayed steady at previous levels, with the exception of the month of May, when 
the volume dropped by about 10 per cent. It bounced right back to normal in June, and the July and August results 
are 5.5 per cent above those for the same period last year. 
Imports into WA—household goods, groceries and mining inputs—have been strong in July and August, at 7.7 per cent 
above the same period in 2019–20, demonstrating the underlying resilience of the Western Australian economy and the 
value of the hard border policies that have protected this state from the worst economic impacts felt around the world. 
The Pilbara remains the country’s economic backbone, recording 717 million tonnes of exports last financial year—
up three per cent on the previous year. Iron ore exports from the Pilbara generated a staggering estimated $120 billion 
in earnings, with our ports helping iron miners take advantage of high prices throughout the year. The busiest of 
the three Pilbara ports remains Port Hedland. In June 2020, a record monthly figure of 52.4 million tonnes was 
exported. Data for July and August 2020 confirms that iron ore shipments are still tracking at about five per cent 
above the previous year’s monthly volumes. 
Exports from the three ports managed by the Southern Ports Authority—Esperance, Albany and Bunbury—reached 
29.6 million tonnes, exceeding the previous year’s figure by 14 per cent, driven by increases in mineral sands and 
alumina exports. Geraldton port had a total throughput of 14.95 million tonnes, down slightly on last year on the 
back of a small grain harvest; however, the Mid West Ports Authority is seeing a massive surge in mineral sands 
and iron ore exports, and is tipping 16 million tonnes in exports this financial year, growing to 20 million tonnes 
the following year. WA’s ports have continued to drive our state’s economy throughout the pandemic, supporting 
local jobs right across the state, and keeping WA strong.  
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